Edgar M. Bronfman

375 Park Avenue
17" Floor

) New York, New York 10152
Augnmst 25, 2004

Dear Senator:’

| have been reading your efforts as 2 member of the United States Senate to address some
of the open b exrremely important tcsues the arena of restitution for living victims of the
Holocaust and their heirs. In particular, 1 am aware, as was reported in the recent editon of The
National Jowrnal, that you have taken on a leadership role in secking a faiy and rapid settjement
of the Hungarian Gold Train matter. .

As you know, I bad the privi [ege of serving as the Chairman of the Presidenriz] Advisory
Commission on Folocanst Assets in the United States (“PCHA™) from its inception in 1998
through jte conclusion ia Deceraber 2000,

PCHA was established by aut of Congress (P.L. 105-186) in 1598, The ensbling
legislation directed PCHA to 4ganduct a thorough study and develop 2 historical recaxd of the
collection and disposition of the assets” 1aken from victims of the Holoczaugt by Nazi'Germany ot
by the governments it comprolled, “if such assers came into the possession or control of the
Redera] Government™ at any time after January 30, 1933. As part of its task, PCHA was directed
1o file such interim reports with the President as it deemed appropriate, and to submnit 2 final
report to the President containing aay recommendations for legislative, administrative ar ather

actons it deemed necessary ox appropriaie.

Pursuant to its Congressional mandare PCHA issued one such interim reportion October
14, 1999, the Progress Report On: The Mystery OF The Hungarian Gold Train (“Progress
Report™). The Progress Reportis & comprehensive apd in-depth historical analysis of the Gold
Train story and js, in my view, an accurate account of the United States’ handling end disposition
of the “Gold Train” property, Tragically, that report made public the Jong-concealed facts that
e United States mishandled the Flungarians’ property and disposed of it in violaton of our
laws, 2 blemish on an otherwise magnificent record at that time.

When I learned that the Department of Justice has criticized the Progress Report, and
anempted to minimize irs significunce in the current Federal court litigation, I wanted 1o conract
you zbout this urgent matter and seate vy position ag the former PCHA Chairman.
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In December 2000 PCHA, jssued its final report, as required by P.L. 105-186, This report,
Plunder and Restitution: The 1.8, and Holocaust Vietims* Assets (“Plunder and Restimtion™),

- did not repeat all the findings of the I'rogress Report. There was no need to repeat all of the
specific findings because they had already been made public and yemained available. Rather the
findings were summarized along with many others in the final repart. In no way, however, did
PCHA intend to rewact or retreat from the findings of the Progress Report. In fact, foryears the
Progress Report remained prominently displayed on PCHA's web site and it remains there today
at hitw//www.holocaus TRSSelS.gov/. -

I hope this clarifies the historical record aud addresses any questions your colldagues may
have on this poinr. '

Yours sincerely,
dr_ . Bwenfssan

Edgear M. Bronfman

The Honorable Hillary R, Clinton
United States Senate

476 Russel] Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510
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